Emergence of interventional nephrology at the international level.
The development of nephrology has been greatly influenced by the performance of procedures. For example, kidney biopsies have elicited substantial knowledge, thereby linking kidney afflictions with their respective histopathologies, which consequently governed the course of therapy. Further, the growth of nephrology has been marked by the implementations of advanced forms of renal replacement therapy. Moreover, there is now the acute acknowledgement that the success of any modality of renal replacement therapy is contingent upon the integrity of its associated peritoneal or vascular access. Consequently, the concept of nephrologist as interventionalist has garnered broad appeal. In fact, the American Society of Diagnostic and Interventional Nephrology and the International Society of Nephrology promote this concept. Notably, these groups have already demonstrated successful outreach programs that have been replicated at local, regional, and national levels throughout the globe.